
GOVERNMENT OF T H E  
B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

B Z A  A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1 3 2 5 0 ,  o f  L u t h e r  P l a c e  Memorial C h u r c h ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  82G7.2 a n d  P a r a g r a p h  8207.11  o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  
4101.41  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  a p a r k i n g  l o t  a n d  f o r  a 
v a r i a n c e  t o  p e r m i t  a l l - d a y  commuter p a r k i n g  ( S u b - p a r a g r a p h  
( 4 1 0 1 . 4 1 3 )  i n  a n  S P - 2  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  1307-  1 4 t h  S t r e e t  
N .  W . ,  ( S q u a r e  2 4 2 ,  Lots 8 0 3 ,  8 0 4 ,  805 and  p a r t  o f  l o t s  8 3 4 ,  
81,  8 9 0 ,  8 0 1 ,  8 3 5 ,  8 2 ,  8 3  and 8 5 ) .  

H E A R I N G  D A T E :  J u n e  1 1 ,  1980 

D E C I S I O N  D A T E :  J u l y  2 ,  1980 

F I N D I N G S  O F  F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an S P - 2  D i s t r i c t  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  N S t r e e t  be tween Vermont Avenue a n d  
1 4 t h  S t r e e t . ,  N .  W .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  used  as  a 
commercial  p a r k i n g  l o t .  The use was l a s t  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  B Z A  
f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  i n  Case No. 11831 by o r d e r  d a t e d  
A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 7 5 .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  u s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
a s  a commercial  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

4 .  The p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  s p a c e s  t o  p a r k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
s i x t y - f i v e  c a r s .  Access  t o  t h e  l o t  i s  by way o f  d r i v e w a y s  
from 1 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Vermont Avenue. 

5 .  The l o t  i s  p a r t i a l l y  used a t  p r e s e n t  f o r  a l l - d a y  
commuter p a r k i n g .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t e d  a v a r i a n c e  from 
t h e  r e q u i  r e m e n t s  of  S u b - p a r a g r a p h  4101.41  3 t o  p e r m i t  t h e  a1 1-day  
p a r k i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e .  

6 .  The l o t  i s  o p e r a t e d  from 7 : O O  A . M .  t o  6:OO P . M .  by 
P a r k i n g  Management I n c .  A f t e r  h o u r s ,  t h e  l o t  i s  used by t h e  
Church f o r  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d i n g  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s m a l l  number 
o f  s p a c e s  i s  a l s o  used d u r i n g  t h e  dsy by v o l u n t e e r s  w o r k i n g  
a t  some o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  b u i l d i n g s  owned by t h e  Church 
on N S t r e e t .  There  i s  an a t t e n d a n t  on t h e  l o t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  

7 .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y - f i  ve s p a c e s  a r e  o c c u p i e d  by p e r s o n s  
w h o  c o n t r a c t  t o  use t h e  l o t  on a monthly b a s i s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  
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h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  number of  s p a c e s  a r e  occup ied  by s h o r t  
term p a r k e r s .  The r ema in ing  s p a c e s  a r e  l e a s e d  f o r  l ong- t e rm 
p a r k i n g  o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s .  

8. The l o t  has been o p e r a t e d  i n  the  p a s t  i n  compliance 
with t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  There 
i s  f u r t h e r  n o  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  l o t  has c r e a t e d  o r  
w i l l  c r e a t e  a n y  dangerous o r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  

9 .  The a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  o f  t h e  l o t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  

g e n e r a t o r s  o f  s h o r t - t e r m  p a r k i n g  t o  c r e a t e  enough demand t o  f i l l  

r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  The a r e a  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  wes t  i s  
a mix of  o f f i c e ,  r e t a i l  a n d  s e r v i c e  u s e s .  There a r e  i n s u f f i c e n t  

t h e  e n t i r e  l o t .  

1 0 .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  Church t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  they  were 
a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  s e e k i n g  t o  deve lop  t h e  s i t e .  One o f  
t he  prime o p t i o n s  be ing  c o n s i d e r e d  was t h e  development  o f  
hous ing  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  o r  hand icapped ,  u s i n g  f e d e r a l  s u b s i d y  
money. 

1 1 .  There was n o  r e p o r t  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia 
Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

1 2 .  There was n o  r e p o r t  f r o m  Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 2 - C .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW A N D  O P I N I O N :  

Based on  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  s e e k i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  a n d  a use v a r i a n c e .  As t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t h e  B o a r d  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  complied wi th  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  P a r a g r a p h  4 1 0 1 . 4 1  
o f  t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  as 
h e r e i n a f t e r  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  can be g r a n t e d  as i n  harmony wi th  t h e  
gene ra l  purpose a n d  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  w i l l  
n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  use of  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y .  
As t o  t h e  use v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  v a r i a n c e  t o  p e r m i t  a l l - d a y  commuter 
p a r k i n g ,  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  a showing o f  a h a r d s h i p  u p o n  t h e  owner 
of t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  a r i s e s  from t h e  p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f .  The B o a r d  
no te s  t h a t  app rox ima te ly  t w e n t y - f i v e  s p a c e s  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  
l o t  a r e  used f o r  commuter p a r k i n g  o n  a monthly c o n t r a c t  b a s i s  
and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  uses  i n  t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  
pa rk ing  l o t  d o  n o t  g e n e r a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  s h o r t  term p a r k i n g  needs 
t o  t o t a l l y  use t h e  l o t .  

The B o a r d  f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  used by t h e  Church 
f o r  i t s  o w n  p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  t h a t  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  l o t  i s  
r e n t e d  on  a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  f o r  b o t h  s h o r t  a n d  long  term p a r k i n g .  
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The B o a r d  concludes  t h a t  s i n c e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
i s  l e a s e d  f o r  commuter p a r k i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  p r e c l u d e s  i t s  use by s h o r t  term p a r k e r s ,  
t h e  h a r d s h i p  i s  i n h e r e n t  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The B o a r d  f u r t h e r  
concludes  t h a t  w i th  a f i n a l  two-year  l i m i t a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n i n g  
t h e  g r a n t  h e r e i n ,  t h e  use v a r i a n c e  can be g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d  a n d  w i t h o u t  sub-  
s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose a n d  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  
zone p l a n .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  O R D E R E D  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
a n d  v a r i a n c e  a r e  G R A N T E D  SUBJECT t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  C O N D I T I O N S :  

a .  Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t w o  y e a r s  from t h e  
d a t e  of  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  
Occupancy. 

b .  There s h a l l  be a maximum o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  s p a c e s  
devoted  t o  a l l - d a y  commuter p a r k i n g .  

c .  All a r e a s  devoted  t o  d r i v e w a y s ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s  , a n d  
p a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h a l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  wi th  a paving of  
m a t e r i a l  forming  a n  a l l - w e a t h e r  imperv ious  s u r f a c e .  

d .  Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  a n d  ma in ta ined  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

e .  No v e h i c l e  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  
t o  p r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on  o r  
o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e .  

f .  All p a r t s  o f  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  
or d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  l a n d s c a p e d .  L a n d -  
s c a p i n g  s h a l l  be ma in ta ined  i n  a h e a l t h y  growing 
c o n d i t i o n  a n d  i n  a n e a t  a n d  o r d e r l y  a p p e a r a n c e .  

g .  No o t h e r  use s h a l l  be conducted  from o r  u p o n  t h e  
premises  a n d  n o  s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a t t e n d a n t ' s  
s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  or used u p o n  t h e  premises  
u n l e s s  such use or s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  
i n  t h e  zoning  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  
l o c a t e d .  

h .  Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  
i t s  a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be s o  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  

s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  
a l l  d i r e c t  r ays  o f  such l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  
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V O T E :  5 - 0  ( C h a r l e s  R .  N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F .  M c I n t o s h ,  C o n n i e  
F o r t u n e ,  L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s  a n d  Ruby B .  M c Z i e r ,  
t o  g r a n t ) .  

B Y  O R D E R  O F  T H E  D. C .  B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A T T E S T E D  B Y :  
S T E V E N  E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i  ve D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  D A T E  O F  O R D E R :  

U N D E R  S U B - S E C T I O N  8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  T H E  Z O N I N G  R E G U L A T I O N S  " N O  D E C I S I O N  
O R  O R D E R  O F  T H E  B O A R D  S H A L L  T A K E  E F F E C T  U N T I L  T E N  D A Y S  A F T E R  
H A V I N G  B E C O M E  F I N A L  P U R S U A N T  T O  T H E  S U P P L E M E N T A L  R U L E S  O F  P R A C -  
T I C E  A N D  P R O C E D U R E  B E F O R E  T H E  B O A R D  O F  Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T . "  

T H I S  O R D E R  O F  T H E  B O A R D  I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  M O N T H S  
A F T E R  T H E  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  T H I S  O R D E R ,  U N L E S S  W I T H I N  S U C H  
P E R I O D  A N  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  O R  C E R T I F I C A T E  OF 

G A T I O N S ,  A N D  I N S P E C T I O N S .  
O C C U P A N C Y  I S  F I L E D  W I T H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I -  


